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Ex-Trump officials urge:Tex 


National Guardsmen stands waich over a fence near the International bridge where thousands of Haitian migrants have created a makeshift camp, on Sept. 18, 
2021, in Del Rio, Texas. 
Associated Press 


By ACACIA CORONADO 
and PAUL J. WEBER 
Associated Press 

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — 
Former Trump administra- 
tion officials are pressing 
Texas Gov. Greg Abbott 
to declare an "invasion" 


along the U.S.-Mexico bor- 
der and give thousands of 
state troopers and National 
Guard members sweep- 
ing new authority to turn 
back migrants, essentially 
bestowing enforcement 
powers that have been a 
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federal responsibility. 

The concept is legally dubi- 
ous, nearly unprecedented 
and would almost certainly 
face swift court challenges, 
according to some consti- 
tutional experts. 

The urging comes as the 


Republican governor 
prepares to announce 
Wednesday "unprecedent- 
ed actions’ to deter mi- 
grants coming to Texas. The 
move came in response to 
the Biden administration 
announcing last week it 


will end the use of a pub- 
lic health law that has lim- 
ited asylum in the name of 
preventing the spread of 
COVID-19. 


Continued on Page 2 


be 


NOORD MEDICAL CENTER, NOORD 63 


= TRAVEL 
/- INSURANCE | 
< ‘ ACCEPTED FOR NON-LIFE THREATENING ILLNESSES AND INJURIES 
SEEK REIMBURSEMENT . 
, ONCE BACK HOME 


BOOK YOUR PCR & ANTIGEN TEST 
WAV AY Velo )'4|0)-V'101:7- Mae)’ matt 


LAB 


KAW Qj /7 


THURSDAY 7 APRIL A2| UP FRO NT 


Ex-Trump officials urge Texas to declare border ‘invasion’ 


Continued from Front 


It is unclear whether Ab- 
bott, who is up for reelec- 
tion in November and is 
already installing more bor- 
der barrier and allowing 
troopers to arrest migrants 
on trespassing charges, 
supports the aggressive 
proposals former Trump of- 
ficials are pushing. Abbott 
did not elaborate on what 
steps he will announce 
Wednesday. 

Border Patrol officials say 
they are planning for as 
many as 18,000 arrivals dai- 
ly once the health policy, 
known as the Title 42 au- 
thority, expires in May. Last 
week, about 7,100 migrants 
were coming a day to the 
southern U.S. border. 

But the way former Trump 
immigration officials see it, 
Texas and Arizona can pick 
up where the federal gov- 
ernment leaves off once 
the policy ends. 

Their plan involves a novel 
interpretation of the U.S. 
Constitution to have the 
National Guard or state 
police forcibly send mi- 
grants to Mexico, without 
regard to immigration laws 
and law enforcement pro- 
cedures. Border enforce- 
ment has always been a 
federal responsibility, and 
in Texas, state leaders have 
not been pushing for such 
a move. 


Tom Homan, the former 


A line of Texas Department of Safety vehicles line up on the 


Texas side of the Rio Grande with Mexico visible, right, near an 
encampment of migrants, many from Haiti, on Sept. 22, 2021, in 


Del Rio, Texas. 


acting director for Immigra- 
tion and Customs Enforce- 
ment under Trump, said at 
a border security confer- 
ence in San Antonio last 
week he had spoken with 
Abbott about the idea. 
"We've had discussions with 
his attorneys in his office, 
‘Is there a way to use this 
clause within the Constitu- 
tion where it talks about 
invasion?" Homan — said 
during the Border Security 
Expo. 

Homan said those talks took 
place about three months 
ago, and on Tuesday de- 
scribed the governor's of- 
fice as "noncommittal but 
willing to listen." 

In Arizona, Republican 
Gov. Doug Ducey has also 
been under pressure within 
his party to declare that 


Associated Press 


the state is being invad- 
ed and use extraordinary 
powers normally reserved 
for war. But Ducey, who is 
term-limited and not on 
the ballot in 2022, has not 
embraced the theory and 
has avoided commenting 
directly on it. 

Arizona Attorney General 
Mark Brnovich, a Republi- 
can, issued a legal opinion 
in February declaring that 
Ducey has the power to 
use National Guard troops 
and state law enforcement 
to forcibly send migrants 
back. Brnovich is locked 
in a tough Republican U.S. 
Senate primary in which 
border security is a top is- 
sue. 

Driving the effort on the 
right is the Center for Re- 
newing America, a con- 


servative policy think tank 
led by former Trump admin- 
istration officials. It includes 
Ken Cuccinelli, an immigra- 
tion hard-liner and former 
Homeland Security official 
under Trump. He argued 
that states are entitled to 
defend themselves from 
immediate danger or inva- 
sion, as it is defined by the 
"invasion clause," under the 
"states self-defense clause." 
While speaking Tuesday to 
a conservative talk radio 
station, Abbott's remarks 
about constitutional au- 
thority were in relation to 
Congress, which he said 
had the only power to re- 
duce the flow of migrants. 
"We'll be taking unprec- 
edented action," Abbott 
told radio station KCRS. 
"Congress has to stop talk- 
ing about it, has to stop 
complaining about it, has 
to stop going to the border 
and looking at it. Congress 
has to take action, just like 
Texas is taking action." 
Asked if he considered 
what was happening on 
the Texas border "an_ in- 
vasion," Abbott did not 
use those words but said 
he would be discussing it 
Wednesday. 

Cuccinelli said in practice, 
he envisions the plan would 
look similar to the enforce- 
ment of Title 42, which cir- 
cumvented U.S. obliga- 
tions under American law 
and international treaty to 


provide asylum. He said he 
has not spoken with Abbott 
and said the governor's 
current sweeping border 
mission, known as Opera- 
tion Lone Star, has put little 
dent in the number of peo- 
ple crossing the border. The 
mission has also drawn criti- 
cism from Guard members 
over long deployments 
and little to do, and some 
arrests have appeared to 
have no connection to 
border security. 

"Until you are actually re- 
turning people to Mexico, 
what you are doing will 
have no effect," Cuccinelli 
said. 

Emily Berman, who teaches 
constitutional law at the 
University of Houston, said 
the "invasion clause" cited 
by proponents is tucked 
into a broader constitution- 
al assurance that the USS. 
must defend states from 
invasion and domestic vi- 
olence. Additionally, she 
said, the "state self-defense 
clause" says states cannot 
engage in warlike actions 
or foreign policy unless in- 
vaded. 

Berman said she hasn't seen 
the constitutional clauses 
used since the 1990s, when 
the courts ruled that they 
did not have jurisdiction to 
decide what qualified an 
invasion, but believed that 
one could only be done 
by another governmental 
entity.) 


In this Sunday, March 21, 2021, photo, the company logo 
adorns a sign outside a Toyota dealership in Lakewood, Colo. 
Associated Press 


DETROIT (AP) — Toyota 
customers soon won't be 
able to get U.S. federal tax 
credits for buying electric 
or hybrid vehicles. 

The automaker expects 
that sometime before the 
end of June it will reach a 


200,000-vehicle cap on the 
credits, Bob Carter, Toyo- 
ta's head of North Ameri- 
can sales, said Wednes- 
day. After that, the credits 
will be phased out over 
the next year, reaching 
zero, as Tesla and General 


Toyota buyers soon will lose U.S. 
electric vehicle tax credits 


Motors already have. 

The lack of credits is prob- 
lematic for automakers 
shifting from petroleum- 
powered vehicles to bat- 
teries in the effort to reduce 
emissions, meet govern- 
ment fuell-economy stan- 
dards and fight climate 
change. Nissan is about 
30,000 vehicles away from 
reaching the cap, and 
others will follow as more 
EVs are introduced. 

Tesla, the top seller of elec- 
tric vehicles in the world, 
and GM already are at 
a price disadvantage to 
other automakers without 
the credits, and Toyota 


soon will be. Additional EV 
tax credits are in the Build 
Back Better spending bill 
backed by President Joe 
Biden, which is stalled in 
Congress. 

Toyota reached the cap 
largely by selling plug-in 
gas-electric hybrid vehi- 
cles. The company's plug- 
in RAV4 Prime small SUV 
with 42 miles of electric 
range earns the buyer a 
$7,500 credit, the largest 
available. The Prius Prime 
plug-in, with 25 miles of 
electric range, gets $4,500. 
Toyota previously had of- 
fered a fully electric RAV4, 
but it didn't sell well and 


was canceled. It's rolling 
out a fully electric model 
called the bZ4X with 250 
miles per charge, this sum- 
mer. The Build Back Better 
bill would give EV buyers a 
$7,500 tax credit through 
2026 to charge up sales. 
But the following year, only 
electric vehicles made in 
the U.S. would qualify for 
the credit. And the base 
credit rises by $4,500 if 
the vehicle is made at a 
U.S. plant that runs under 
Qa union-negotiated col- 
lective bargaining agree- 
ment. Only GM, Ford and 
Stellantis vehicles would 
qualify. L) 
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Nursing home care, funding system need overhaul, report says 


By MATT SEDENSKY 

AP National Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Nursing 
home residents are sub- 
jected to ineffective care 
and poor staffing, while 
facility finances are shroud- 
ed in secrecy and regula- 
tory lapses go unenforced, 
according to a_ report 
Wednesday that called 
for wholesale changes in 
an industry whose failures 
have been spotlighted by 
the pandemic. 

To anyone who saw the 
scourge of COVID-19 on 
the country's most vulner- 
able, the findings of the 
National Academies of Sci- 
ences, Engineering, and 
Medicine might seem so- 
bering but unsurprising, as 
the long-term care system's 
inadequacies were made 
plain by more than 150,000 
resident deaths. The au- 
thors of the 605-page report 
insist it Could be an impetus 
to address issues that have 
gotten little more than lip 
service for decades. 

"The public is so concerned 
about the quality of care 
that most people really 
fear their family having to 
be in a nursing home," said 
Betty Ferrell, a nurse who 
chaired the report commit- 
tee. "We're very optimistic 
that our government of- 
ficials will respond to what 
has really been a travesty.” 
The report covers a vast 
cross-section of long-term 
care, from granular details 
such as the way facilities 
are designed to founda- 


A woman holds onto the walker once belonging to her mother who died of COVID-19 while at a 
nursing home, as her family prays before Thanksgiving dinner, Nov. 26, 2020, in Deer Park, N.Y. 
Associated Press 


tional issues that would 
require massive political 
capital and investment 


to address. Among them: 
the authors advocate for 
creating a new national 
long-term care system that 
would exist outside of Med- 
icaid, the program that is 
at the center of most long- 
term care financing. 

The likelinood of such a pro- 
posal successfully winding 
its way through Congress 
seems low in the current 
political climate. 

The most recent federal 
attempt to reform § long- 
term care financing was a 
voluntary long-term care 
insurance program known 
as the CLASS Act. It was 
included in the Afford- 


able Care Act but later re- 
pealed when the Obama 
administration found it un- 
workable. 

"It has been a long time 
since we as a country have 
been wanting to dig in and 
reform how we. finance, 
pay, regulate and delivery 
nursing home services," said 
David Grabowski, a nursing 
home expert and Harvard 
Medical School professor 
who served on the report 
committee. 

The industry's biggest lobby- 
ing groups insisted reforms 
must be met by increased 
government funding. 

The American Health Care 
Association said "what we 
cannot support are un- 
funded mandates." 


Katie Smith Sloan, who 
leads LeadingAge, which 
represents nonprofit nursing 
homes, called the report 
"a piercing wake-up call" 
about an industry "in des- 
perate need of an over- 
haul," but likewise said the 
success of remaking the 
system would depend on 
how funding issues are ad- 
dressed. 

"As policymakers consider 
how to enact the report's 
recommendations, they 
must back their actions 
with sufficient funding to 
make changes a reality," 
she said. "Without that, the 
committee's work will be for 
naught." 

On the issue of nursing 
home staffing, which advo- 


cates have repeatedly said 
is too low, too untrained 
and too underpaid, the re- 
port's authors called for fa- 
cilities to have at least one 
registered nurse on duty at 
all times and for an infec- 
tion prevention and control 
specialist and social worker 
to also be on staff. 

More broadly, across alll 
staffing in homes, including 
nurse aides who make up 
the bulk of front-line care- 
givers, the authors called 
for additional study on op- 
timal staffing. 

Industry lobbyists have 
fiercely fought against 
more stringent staffing re- 
quirements. Federal law 
only requires nursing homes 
to have sufficient staff to 
meet residents’ needs, but 
nearly all interpretation of 
what that means is left to 
states. President Joe Biden, 
too, has called for estab- 
lishing national staffing min- 
imums. 

Among the more routine 
subjects in the report, but 
one that nonetheless im- 
pacts residents’ everyday 
lives, the authors call for 
homes to prioritize private 
rooms and bathrooms in- 
stead of the communal 
ones that can fuel infec- 
tions and underscore the 
institutional setting. And in 
a blunt reminder of how 
bleak life in nursing homes 
can be, the report notes 
most residents spend "little if 
any time outdoors,” calling 
for facilities to make outside 
access more accessible.L) 


U.S. official says Russians must access 
the truth on Ukraine 


LARNACA, Cyprus (AP) 
— Russian — "disinforma- 
tion" about its war against 
Ukraine needs to be ex- 
posed, including on Russia's 
"war crimes," a U.S. State 
Department official said on 
a visit to Cyprus Wednes- 
day. 

Undersecretary of State 
Victoria Nuland said Rus- 
sian lies" have evolved to 
the point of blaming Ukrai- 
nians for actions by Rus- 
sian forces, including "the 
war crimes we see on the 
ground." 

"So we all have an inter- 


est in exposing Russian dis- 
information, ensuring our 
citizens have the truth and 
ensuring that Russian citi- 
zens also (have the truth) 
... despite the Iron Curtain 
that Putin has put down 
over that," Nuland said. 
Nuland was in Cyprus as 
part of a five-nation tour 
aimed at strengthening bi- 
lateral ties and rallying sup- 
port for Ukraine. 

Asked whether the U.S. has 
asked Cyprus to transfer its 
Russian-made weapons, 
including short-range anti- 
aircraft batteries and tanks, 


to. Ukraine, Nuland = said 
Washington is in touch with 
other nations about sup- 
porting Ukraine "in any way 
that they can." 

"It is not for the United States 
to ask of Cyprus. It is for Cy- 
prus to make its own deci- 
sions about what it wants to 
and can do," she said. 
Cypriot officials said no 
weapons would be trans- 
ferred to Ukraine without 
securing replacements, 
to avoid weakening the 
war-divided island nation's 
defenses.L) 


U.S. Under Secretary of State Victoria Nuland, right, is joined 


> me ‘6 


by Ukraine's Ambassador to Cyprus Ruslan Nimchynskyi at the 
site of an anchor that the Ukrainian city of Odesa donated to 
the Cypriot coastal town of Larnaca during their twinning on 


Wednesday, April 6, 2022. 


Associated Press 
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Detroit is largest city to challenge 2020 census numbers 


covers the Windsor, Ontario skyline Wednesday, March 16, 2022. 


By MIKE SCHNEIDER and 
COREY WILLIAMS 
Associated Press 

DETROIT (AP) — Majority- 
Black Detroit has become 
the largest U.S. city to chal- 
lenge its figures from the 
2020 census following a na- 
tional head count in which 
the U.S. Census Bureau ac- 
knowledges that a higher 
percentage of African 
Americans were under- 
counted than last decade, 
according to the U.S. Cen- 
sus Bureau. 

Leaders of Michigan’s larg- 
est city, which is more than 
three-quarters Black, had 
questioned the results of 
the 2020 census since last 
December when they re- 
leased a report suggesting 
that more than 8% of the 


Associated Press 


occupied homes in 10 De- 
troit neighborhoods may 
have been undercounted. 
Detroit filed its challenge 
late last week, according 
to the U.S. Census Bureau. 

In a letter to the Census 
Bureau, Mayor Michael 
Duggan | said __ insufficient 
resources and not enough 
census takers were devot- 
ed to the count in Detroit, 
resulting in an undercount 
of unoccupied homes that 
could amount to tens of 
thousand of residents be- 
ing overlooked. 

“The Census Bureau now 
has an obligation to set 
the record straight,” Dug- 
gan said. The 2020 census 
data showed Detroit with 
639,111 residents, while es- 
timates from 2019 put the 


city’s population at 670,052 
residents. A drop of 31,000 
residents would be “re- 
ally implausible,” Jeffrey 
Morenoff, a University of 
Michigan sociology profes- 
sor who helped conduct a 
study on the undercount 
for the city, said when the 
report was released in De- 
cember. 

Detroit is no stranger to 
census challenges. Then- 
Mayor Coleman Young 
sued after the 1990 census, 
and the numbers were lat- 
er adjusted. 

Even though the overall 
U.S. population was missed 
by a small percentage, 
0.24%, during a once-a- 
decade head count chal- 
lenged by the pandemic, 
natural disasters and po- 
litical interference from 
the Trump administration, 
some minority groups were 
overlooked at greater 
rates than the previous de- 
cade. The Black popula- 
tion was undercounted by 
3.3%, those who identified 
as some other race had a 
4.3% undercount, almost 
5% of the Hispanic popula- 
tion was missed and more 
than 5.6% of American In- 
dians living on reservations 
were undercounted. 
Detroit is among almost 


two dozen cities and coun- 
ties that have challenged 
their census figures so far. 
States and municipalities 
have until the middle of 
next year to appeal their 
figures through the Census 
Bureau's Count Question 
Resolution operation. Chal- 
lenges are rarely successful, 
but the outcome could de- 
termine whether the cities 
and counties get their fair 
share when it comes to the 
distribution of $1.5 trillion in 
annual federal funding. 

In Detroit's case, Duggan 
said that federal funding 
for the city tied to the 2010 
census in the previous de- 
cade exceeded $37 billion. 
“A roughly 8% undercount 
of Detroit's population in 
the 2020 census creates 
disastrous financial conse- 
quences for the City,” Dug- 
gan said. 

The overwhelmingly majori- 
ty of the municipalities chal- 
lenging their census figures 
are small towns, with more 
than half of them coming 
from the rural South. About 
half a dozen have said in 
their challenges that pris- 
ons in their communities 
were overlooked during 
the count. 

Residents of prisons, nursing 
homes and college dorms 


— also known as group 
quarters —- were among 
the most difficult people 
to count during the 2020 
census since students on 
campus were sent home 
when the pandemic be- 
gan in the U.S. in March 
2020, and prisons and nurs- 
ing homes went into lock- 
downs against the spread 
of the coronavirus. 
Because of the difficulties 
in counting these residents, 
the Census Bureau last 
month created a separate 
program for challenges of 
group quarter counts. 
Leaders of municipalities 
making the challenges said 
an incorrect count could 
cost them state and feder- 
al grants. Mayor Joe Sparks 
of Bennett, lowa, said he 
is worried that the town 
won't get money for two 
emergency power gen- 
erators from the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency if its census num- 
bers aren’t corrected. 

The town's population went 
from 405 in 2010 to 347 in 
2020, “and that is very hard 
for me to believe,” Sparks 
said. 

“The reduced population 
numbers will affect Bennett 
residents adversely,” he 
said.L) 


Ex-sheriff bribery gets 10 years; already has life for rapes 


NEW ORLEANS (AP) — A for- 
mer Louisiana sheriff was 
sentenced Wednesday to 
10 years in prison for a fed- 
eral bribery conviction, to 
be served at the same as 
his four life sentences for 
earlier convictions for rap- 
ing boys. 

U.S. District Judge Jane 
Triche Milazzo also ordered 
Rodney J. "Jack" Strain to 
pay a $10,000 fine, federal 
prosecutors said in a news 
release Wednesday. 

Strain pleaded guilty to 
one of 16 federal charges 
against him on Dec. 1, 2021, 
and prosecutors dropped 
the others. 

The plea came weeks af- 
ter a St. Tammany Parish 
jury convicted Strain on 
eight charges including 
four counts of aggravated 
rape against children less 
than 13 years old —a crime 


ri! 


Former St. Tammany Parish Sheriff Jack Strain, center, walks into the parish courthouse before the 
start of closing argumenis in his trial on multiple counts of sex crimes in Covington, La., on Nov. 8, 


2021. 


which carries an automatic 
life sentence. 
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2015 election, admitted us- 
ing his authority as sheriff to 


steer profits from a $1 mil- 
lion work-release contract 
to himself, his family and 
two of his top deputies. 

His sworn statement in fed- 
eral court said he hid the 
deputies’ involvement in 
the scheme. 

One man who pleaded 
guilty in the federal case 
told the state court jury that 
Strain molested him when 
he was a child, gave him 
a job when he was deeply 
in debt and later pressured 
him to join the work-release 
scheme. 

Strain was sentenced in 
February on the — state 
charges. Judge Bruce A. 
Simpson added 30 years 
for crimes against two of 
Strain's relatives and or- 
dered him to pay $30,000 in 
fines and nearly $28,000 for 
the costs of his prosecution, 
news agencies reported.L) 


IBy NASSER KARIMI 
Associated Press 

TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Iran on 
Wednesday said it supplied 
the United Nations’ nuclear 
watchdog with documents 
explaining the discovery 
of suspect enriched ura- 
nium traces, state media 
reported, the first acknowl- 
edgement from Tehran 
that it had answered the 
agency's long-standing 
demands. 

The head of Iran’s civilian 
Atomic Energy Organiza- 
tion, Mohammad. Eslami, 
said Iran sent the request- 
ed explanations on March 
20 about several former un- 
declared sites in Iran where 
there was evidence of past 
nuclear activity. 

The deadline came as 
part of an agreement an- 
nounced last month to re- 
solve the problem of unde- 
clared uranium particles in 
lran by June long a source 
of tension between Teh- 
ran and the U.N. atomic 
watchdog. 

The thorny issue is sepa- 
rate from now-stalled talks 
to revive Tehran’s nuclear 
deal with world powers, 
which collapsed four years 
ago when former President 
Donald Trump withdrew the 
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lran says it gave long-sought answers to U.N. atomic watchdog 


In this Saturday, March 5, 2022, file photo, head of the Atomic 
Energy Organization of Iran Mohammad Eslami speaks in a joint 
press briefing with International Atomic Energy Organization, 
IAEA, Director General Rafael Mariano Grossi in Tehran. 

Associated Press 


United States from the ac- 
cord and imposed crush- 
ing sanctions on Iran. In the 
meantime, Iran has vastly 
expanded its nuclear work. 
As the fate of a renewed 


nuclear deal hangs in the 
balance, long-sought an- 
swers about lIran’s old but 
undeclared nuclear sites 
would improve trust and 
solve a major sticking point 


in its negotiations with the 
International Atomic Ener- 
gy Agency. 

Eslami told reporters that 
Iran. had handed over 
documents to the U.N. 
watchdog about the three 
requested sites in Iran, with- 
out elaborating. He ex- 
pected agency inspectors 
to visit Iran “to review the 
answers” and finish a report 
on the subject by late June, 
he added. 

The Vienna-based IAEA 
declined to comment on 
Eslami’s remarks. 

The IAEA in 2019 first dis- 
covered the traces of 
man-made uranium that 
suggested they were once 
connected to Iran’s nu- 
clear program. U.S. intel- 
ligence agencies, Western 
nations and the IAEA have 
said Iran ran an organized 
nuclear weapons program 
until 2003. Iran has long de- 
nied ever seeking nuclear 
weapons. 

As a member of the Nucle- 
ar Nonproliferation Treaty, 
lran is obligated to explain 
the radioactive traces and 
to provide assurances that 
they are not being used as 
part of a nuclear weap- 
ons program. The IAEA has 
staked its credibility on find- 


ing information about the 
sites, with its chief, Rafael 
Grossi, routinely lambast- 
ing Iran for its failure to an- 
swer where the radioactive 
particles came from and 
where they are now. 

Eslami on Wednesday 
claimed that one of the 
particles discovered by 
IAEA inspectors does not 
exist in Iran, without offer- 
ing evidence or details. 
He blamed regional arch- 
enemy Israel for “sowing 
doubts” about the nature 
of Iran’s nuclear program. 
Israel has said it believes 
lran would pursue a nuclear 
weapon, despite Western 
intelligence assessments in- 
dicating otherwise. 

Tehran currently enriches 
uranium up to 60% purity 
its highest level ever and 
a short technical step from 
weapons-grade levels of 
90% and far greater than 
the nuclear deal’s 3.67% 
cap. Its stockpile of en- 
riched uranium continues 
to grow as nuclear talks in 
Vienna flounder, worrying 
nuclear nonproliferation 
experts that Iran could be 
closer to the threshold of 
having enough material 
for an atomic weapon if it 
chose to pursue one.) 


NATO chief 


By LORNE COOK 
Associated Press 

BRUSSELS (AP) — NATO 
would quickly welcome 
Finland and Sweden into its 
ranks with open arms if they 
decided to apply, the mili- 
tary alliance’s top civilian 
official said Wednesday, 
as Russia’s war on Ukraine 
spurs public support in the 
two Nordic countries for 
membership. 

The military organization 
might also be ready to pro- 
vide security guarantees to 
the countries if any poten- 
tial membership bid angers 
Russia, NATO Secretary- 
General Jens Stoltenberg 
said. 

A poll last month by Finnish 
broadcaster YLE showed 
that, for the first time, more 
than 50% of Finns support 
joining the Western mili- 
tary alliance. In neighbor- 
ing Sweden, a similar poll 
showed that those in favor 


says Finland, Sweden welcome to apply to join 


of NATO membership out- 
number those against. 

“If they decide to apply, 
| expect that all allies will 
welcome them,” Stolten- 
berg told reporters in Brus- 
sels, as NATO foreign minis- 
ters met to discuss the war 
in Ukraine. “We know that 
they can easily join this al- 
liance if they decide to ap- 
ply.” 

Before launching the war 
on Ukraine, President Vladi- 
mir Putin demanded that 
the 30-nation military or- 
ganization stop expand- 
ing and pull its troops back 
from Russia’s borders. So 
the prospect of neighbor- 
ing Finland, and Sweden, 
joining is unlikely to be wel- 
comed in Moscow. 

To shield them, Stoltenberg 
said NATO member coun- 
tries might be prepared to 
provide a security guaran- 
tee to cover the two neu- 
tral nations from when they 


announce a possible mem- 
bership bid until their appli- 
cations are endorsed. 
Once members, they 
would benefit from NATO's 
collective defense clause, 
which obliges all members 
to come to the aid of any 
ally that comes under at- 
tack. 

“lam certain that we will 
find ways to address con- 
cerns they may have re- 
garding the period be- 
tween the potential appli- 
cation and the final ratifi- 
cation,” 

Stoltenberg said. He de- 
clined to speculate about 
what those security guar- 
antees might involve. 
Finnish Foreign Minister Pe- 
kka Haavisto said his coun- 
try’s lawmakers are due this 
month to debate a govern- 
ment white paper on secu- 
rity, including an option for 
NATO accession. He said 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 


a 


NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg speaks as he arrives 
for a meeting of NATO foreign ministers at NATO headquarters 
in Brussels, Wednesday, April 6, 2022. 


has changed public opin- 
ion. 

“In three or four weeks we 
have a majority, first time 
ever” in favor of joining, 
Haavisto said. 

He said Finland knows that 
“Russia is ready to take big- 


Associated Press 


ger risks, as we can see in 
Ukraine, bigger risks also for 
its Own security. We can 
also see that Russia is ca- 
pable of gathering more 
than 100,000 men against 
just one country, even with- 
out touching its reserves.”(L} 
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Rights groups charge ‘ethnic cleansing’ in Ethiopia's Tigray 


By RODNEY MUHUMUZA 
Associated Press 
KAMPALA, Uganda (AP) — 
Widespread abuses against 
civilians in the western part 
of Ethiopia’s embattled Ti- 
gray region amount to war 
crimes and crimes against 
humanity, Human Rights 
Watch and Amnesty Inter- 
national have charged in a 
new report. 

The crimes were perpetrat- 
ed by security officials and 
civilian authorities from the 
neighboring Amhara re- 
gion, sometimes “with the 
acquiescence and _ pos- 
sible participation of Ethio- 
pian federal forces,” the 
rights groups say in the re- 
port released Wednesday. 
The abuses are “part of a 
widespread and system- 
atic attack against the 
Tigrayan civilian popula- 
tion that amount to crimes 
against humanity as well 
as war crimes,” the report 
says. 

Ethiopian federal authori- 
ties strongly refute allega- 
tions they have deliber- 
ately targeted Tigrayans for 
violent attacks. They said at 
the outbreak of the war in 
Nov. 2020 that their objec- 
tive was to disarm the re- 
bellious leaders of Tigray. 
Ethiopian authorities said 
Wednesday that they are 
“carefully examining” alle- 
gations in the rights groups’ 
report. While the report has 
“ideas that are not useful 


Refugees who fled the conflict in Ethiopia’s Tigray region ride a bus going to the Village 8 temporary 
shelter, near the Sudan-Ethiopia border, in Hamdayet, eastern Sudan on Dec. 1, 2020. 


for any peace effort, the 
government will reaffirm its 
determination to investi- 
gate all human rights viola- 
tions and make public the 
results,” said a statement 
from the Government 
Communication Service. 

The report, the result of a 
months-long _ investigation 
including more than 400 in- 
terviews, Charges that hun- 
dreds of thousands of Ti- 
grayans have been forced 
to leave their homes in a vi- 
olent campaign of unlaw- 
ful killings, sexual assaults, 
mass arbitrary detentions, 
livestock pillaging, and the 


denial of humanitarian as- 
sistance. 

Widespread atrocities have 
been reported in the Tigray 
war, with Ethiopian govern- 
ment troops and their al- 
lies, including troops from 
neighboring Eritrea, facing 
most of the charges. 
Fighters loyal to the party of 
Tigray’s leaders the Tigray 
People’s Liberation Front, 
or TPLF also have been 
accused of committing 
abuses as the war spread 
into neighboring regions. 
Fighters affiliated with the 
TPLF deliberately killed doz- 
ens of people, gang-raped 
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dozens of women and pil- 
laged property for a period 
of several weeks last year 
in Amhara region, Amnesty 
said in a report released in 
February. 

The new report by Human 
Rights Watch and Amnesty 
International focuses on 
attacks targeting Tigray- 
ans in western Tigray and 
describes them as “ethnic 
cleansing,” a term that re- 
fers to forcing a popula- 
tion from a region through 
expulsions and other vio- 
lence, often including kill- 
ings and rapes. 

Publicly displayed signs in 


several towns across west- 
ern Tigray urged Tigrayans 
to leave, and local officials 
in meetings discussed plans 
to remove Tigrayans, ac- 
cording to the report. Pam- 
phlets appeared to give Ti- 
grayans urgent ultimatums 
to leave or be killed, the 
report says. 

“They kept saying every 
night, ‘We will kill you ... Go 
out of the area,’” said one 
woman from the town of 
Baeker, speaking of threats 
she faced from an Amhara 
militia group, according to 
the report. Western Tigray 
has long been contested 
territory. Amhara authori- 
ties say the area was under 
their control until the 1990s 
when the TPLF-led federal 
government redrew_inter- 
nal boundaries that put 
the territory within Tigray’s 
borders. Amhara. officials 
moved swiftly to take over 
the region when the war 
broke out. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken asserted 
in March 2021 that ethnic 
cleansing had taken place 
in western Tigray, marking 
the first time a top official 
in the international com- 
munity openly described 
the situation as such. That 
allegation was dismissed 
by Ethiopian authorities as 
“a completely unfound- 
ed and spurious verdict 
against the Ethiopian gov- 
ernment.” () 


Black boxes from China 


In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, a search and 
rescue worker holds the second orange-colored “black box” 
recorder which recovered at the China Eastern flight crash site 
in Tengxian County on Sunday, March 27, 2022, in southern 
China’s Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region. 
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Eastern crash sent to U.S. for analysis 


BEIJING (AP) — Both black 
boxes from a passenger 
plane crash in southern 
China last month that killed 
132 people are being ana- 
lyzed by U.S. experts at a 
government lab in Wash- 
ington, D.C. 

The National Transporta- 
tion Safety Board said Tues- 
day it is helping its Chinese 
counterparts download 
information from the flight 
data recorder. The Ameri- 
can agency said last week 
it was doing the same for 
the cockpit voice recorder. 
Both may have been dam- 
aged by the impact of the 
crash. If the information on 
them can be recovered, 


it could shed light on why 
the China Eastern Boeing 
737-800 went into a sudden 
nosedive and = slammed 
into the ground in a moun- 
tainous area on March 21. 
The crash left a 20-meter- 
(65-foot-) deep crater in a 
mountainside, shattered 
the plane and set off a fire 
in the surrounding forest. 
More than 49,000 pieces of 
plane debris were found. It 
took two days to find the 
cockpit voice recorder 
and six days for the flight 
data recorder, which was 
buried 1.5 meters (5 feet) 
underground. 

U.S. accident investigators 
arrived in China last week- 


end to assist the investiga- 
tion by the Civil Aviation 
Administration of China. 
The NTSB team is taking 
part because the plane 
was manufactured in the 
United States. 

Chinese officials have said 
a preliminary investigation 
report would be complet- 
ed within 30 days of the 
crash. 

Flight MU5735 with 123 pas- 
sengers and nine crew 
members was headed 
from the city of Kunming 
in southwestern China to 
Guangzhou, a_ provincial 
capital and export manu- 
facturing hub near Hong 
Kong in the southeast.) 


By MARCOS ALEMAN 
Associated Press 

SAN SALVADOR, El Salva- 
dor (AP) — El Salvador’s 
congress, pushing further in 
the government's dramatic 
crackdown on gangs, has 
authorized prison sentenc- 
es of 10 to 15 years for news 
media that reproduce or 
disseminate messages from 
the gangs, alarming press 
freedom groups. 

The vote late Tuesday was 
the latest in a flurry of leg- 
islative action against the 
gangs after 62 suspected 
gang killings on March 26 
led President Nayib Bukele 
to seek and win a state of 
emergency. Harsh mea- 
sures against imprisoned 
gang members and _ in- 
creased prison sentences 
followed, as well as the ar- 
rests of some 6,000 suspect- 
ed gang members. 

But the newest law ex- 
pands Bukele’s offensive 
to the press, another of his 
frequent targets. “We con- 
sider these reforms to be a 
clear attempt at censorship 
of media,” the El Salvador 
Journalists Association said 
in a statement Wednes- 
day. “Prohibiting journalism 
from reporting the reality in 
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El Salvador threatens prison for media sharing gang messages 


El Salvador’s President Nayib Bukele speaks to the press at Mexico’s National Palace after meeting 
with the President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador in Mexico City, March 12, 2019. 


which thousands of people 
inhabiting these gang-con- 
trolled Communities live ... 
will create an illusion that is 
not faithful to the truth.” 
The reforms passed with af- 
firmative votes from 63 of 
the 84 lawmakers and went 
into effect when published 
Tuesday night in the official 
gazette. 

The law says that “radio, 
television, written or digital 


media” would face 10 to 15 
years in prison for “the re- 
production or transmission 
to the general population 
of messages or statements 
originating or presumably 
originating from said crimi- 
nal groups, that could gen- 
erate anxiety and panic in 
the population.” 

The measure also estab- 
lishes prison sentences of 10 
to 15 years for painting the 
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sort of graffiti Commonly 
used to mark gang territory 
in neighborhoods across El 
Salvador.Bukele has lashed 
out at the media, as well 
as nongovernmental orga- 
nizations and international 
bodies that have been 
critical of some of the mea- 
sures taken against the 
gangs. He accuses them of 
siding with the criminals. 
Under the state of emer- 


gency, the government has 
limited freedom of associa- 
tion, suspended the right to 
be informed of one’s rights 
at the time of arrest and 
denied access to lawyers. 
A suspect can now be held 
for 15 days without charges 
rather than 72 hours. Im- 
prisoned gang members 
had their meals reduced 
to twice a day, are not al- 
lowed out of their cells and 
had their mattresses taken. 
Bukele said via Twitter Tues- 
day that he had sent pro- 
posals to the Legislative 
Assembly, adding, “We will 
see, once again, who is 
with the people and who is 
with the gangs.” 

Marcela Pineda, a law- 
maker from Bukele’s New 
Ideas Party, said Tuesday 
that, “With those reforms 
we are telling the gangsters 
that they can’t send audios 
or text chains to generate 
fear in the population.” 
Bukele had hit that theme 
earlier in the day, saying 
there were rumors gangs 
might retaliate for the 
crackdown by attacking 
civilians and he threatened 
to withhold food from im- 
prisoned gang members if 
they did. ) 


U.N. envoy says he’s concerned about Yemen truce violations 


By SAMY MAGDY 
Associated Press 

CAIRO (AP) — The U.N. en- 
voy for Yemen expressed 
concerns on Wednesday 
about violations of a cease- 
fre in the war-wrecked 
country, urging the warring 
sides to uphold the first na- 
tionwide truce in six years. 
Hans Grundberg said that 
while the truce has led to 
“significant reduction of 
violence” in Yemen, there 
were reports of “some hos- 
tile military activities,” par- 
ticularly around the central 
city of Marib. 

He did not say which side 
was to blame for the vio- 
lations but Yemen's inter- 
nationally recognized gov- 
ernment has accused the 
lran-backed rebel Houthis 
of attacking their positions 
in southern and western 
Marib. 

A Houthi spokesman was 


not immediately available 
for comment. 

“This truce is a step, an im- 
portant one, but a fragile 
step, nonetheless,” he said. 
“We need to make the 
best possible use of the 
window this truce gives us 
to work towards ending the 
conflict.” 

The Houthi rebels have 
been trying for over a year 
to capture  energy-rich 


Marib from government 
forces. 
But their efforts were 


dashed in recent months 
amid increasing support to 
the pro-government side 
from the Saudi-led coali- 
tion. 

Grundberg told a_ virtual 
news conference that the 
United Nations was working 
on a coordination mecha- 
nism with the warring sides 
to maintain the truce, 
which was announced ear- 


lier this month. It is supposed 
to last for two months. 
Grundberg cautioned that 
the cease-fire is not being 
monitored by the U.N. and 
that the “responsibility to 
uphold the truce is square- 
ly with the parties them- 
selves.” 

Yemen’s brutal civil war 
erupted in 2014, when the 
lranian-backed Houthis 
seized the capital of Sanaa 
and forced the govern- 
ment into exile. The Saudi- 
led coalition entered the 
war in early 2015 to try re- 
store the government to 
power. 

The conflict has in recent 
years become a regional 
proxy war that has killed 
more than 150,000 people, 
including over 14.500 civil- 
ians. It has also created 
one of the worst humanitar- 
ian crises in the world. 

The U.N.-announced truce 
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Yemeni police inspect a site of Saudi-led airstrikes targeting two 
houses in Sanaa, Yemen, Saturday, March 26, 2022. 


also includes allowing ship- 
ments of fuel fo arrive in Ye- 
men’s key port city of Ho- 
deida and for passenger 
flights to resume from the 
airport in Sanaa. Both Ho- 
deida and Sanaa are held 
by the Houthis. 

The U.N. envoy said he 
has invited with both sides 
to convene a meeting to 
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agree on a reopening of 
roads around Taiz and oth- 
er provinces as part of the 
truce. 

“We look forward to their 
responses,” he said. 

Taiz, which remains partially 
held by the forces fighting 
on behalf of the govern- 
ment, has been blockaded 
by the Houthis for years.) 
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Paseo Herencia is always fun and exciting to visit 
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NOORD— Paseo Herencia offers a variety of 
shopping, dining and entertainment options in 
an outdoor center located in the heart of Palm 
Beach - walking distance from the high-rise 
hotels. 


Shopping 

The Paseo Herencia stores offer a great 
collection in beach wear, clothing, perfume, 
shoes, jewelry, souvenirs and much more. 
Pamper yourself by visiting Maggy’s and enjoy 
their salon services and shop for your favorite 
beauty products. Aruba Aloe has that perfect 
gift to bring back home, all made with natural 
ingredients. Other brand favorites are Tommy 
Hilfiger, Calvin Klein, Aldo, Carmen Steffens, 
Nike store, Pandora and many more. 


Restaurants 

Start with a breakfast meal at Paseo Herencia 
offering unique breakfast options such as Drunk’s 
Denial with their Make it Your Own Crépe Bar 
offering sweet and savory crépe flavors and 
the option to booze it up with their Mimosa 
crépe (mandarin soaked in champagne), Pina 
Colada (pineapples in coconut rum), Bourbon 
Apple, Brandy Apricot, Whiskey Pear and more. 


~ 


Location can be found by following the bakery 
smell upon arrival. Another option is Sibarita 
with their Latin inspired breakfast plates such 
as Huevos Rancheros, Cafetero Breakfast, 
Empanadas and more surrounded by a cozy 
picnic setting. Go Argentinian style at Che Bar 
and try their delicious omelet with chorizo/hnam, 
mozzarella, onions, peppers, and tomatoes 
served with skillet potatoes and toast. Looking 
for a complete breakfast? Visit TGI Fridays and 
go for the crispy bacon or sausage, eggs your 
way and fluffy pancakes and toasts for only 
$9.99, available all day - every day including 
unlimited coffee refills. 

These restaurants are also open for lunch & 
dinner offering you a variety of cuisine choices. 
If you’re looking for more unique concepts, join 
us for dinner at Xixon Restaurant greatly known 
in Miami for their Spanish inspired dishes with 
top notch flavors and the largest wine variety 
or visit The Lazy Turtle and try their exotic African 
dish “Kuvuta Kuku” accompanied by their tasty 
lazy cocktails. 

Coming for drinks? Sip and have a good time at 
the Bulldog Aruba located in the center of the 
Plaza. Open till late. 


VIP Cinema 

Visit the one-of-a-kind Caribbean Cinemas 
VIP on the second floor of Paseo Herencia 
and enjoy your favorite movies in the most 
comfortable reclining seats with high quality 
screens with the latest projection and 7.1 Dolby 
surround sound and not to forget their delicious 
buttery bag of popcorn. 


Entertainment 

Catch live shows from Monday to Thursday 
and Sunday at 8pm on the Paseo center stage 
and the nightly water shows at 7:30em, 8:30em 
and 9:30em. Looking for some adrenaline? 
Visit the Airsoft experience located behind The 
Lazy Turtle. Snap Instagramable pictures at the 
Angel Wings located between Pandora and 
Free Spirit or the Flying mosaic hearts located 
behind King Churros. 

Parking up to two hours is free when shopping, 
dining or catching a movie at Paseo Herencia. 
Just present your purchase receipt at our 
parking cashier. 


To learn more about our specials and events, 
visit the Paseo Herencia website 
www.paseoherencia.com.L) 
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Aruba to me - Evan Mathers 


For today, we want to 
highlight a beautiful vaca- 
tion memory from one of 
our visitors, namely Evan 
Mathers from Edinburgh, 
Scotland, who wrote to us 
saying: 


“| first came to Aruba from 
Scotland in 2010 after | 
was invited to stay with my 
friend Pilar and her family. 
They showed me the high- 
lights of Aruba as well as 
doing everyday ‘crioyo’ 
things such as meeting 
friends down by the beach 
or getting pastechi from a 
local bakery. 

Having had many good 
memories from my first visit, 


Albanbra Open daily 10am to 3am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 | 583.5000 | casinoalhambra.com 
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Additional $500 Cash Prize in our F 
Monthly Early Bird Drawing when you The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood 
purchase your card before noon! Coming Soon: Auntie Anne’s Pretzels 


I've returned to Aruba 12 
years later. 


I've so enjoyed visiting 
Arikok National Park, the 
amazing street murals of 
San Nicolas, a local short 
film festival and art exhi- 
bition at Ateliers’89 and 
spending time with friends 
catching up. It’s such a 
beautiful country with such 
warm, friendly and hospi- 
table people. Even though 
I'm a visitor | always feel 
welcome here. 


Aruba to me _ is chilled 
vibes in the sunshine while 
spending time with good 
friends.”L) 
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Reservations: +297 526 6612 | hiltonconcierge@depalmtours.com 


Hilton Aruba Caribbean Resort & Casino 
JE. trausquin Blvd. 81, Palm Beach, Aruba | hiltonaruba.com OGO GHiltonArubs 


THURSDAY 7 ner] LOCAL 


Honoring of loyal visitors at Divi Village 


EAGLE BEACH - Recenily, 
Aruba Tourism Authority 
representative Marouska 
Heyliger had the great 
pleasure in honoring many 
loyal Aruba visitors with 
their distinctive certificates. 
These certificates are a 
way to say “Masha Danki” 
for continuously choosing 
Aruba as a favorite vaca- 
tion destination. The titles 
are as following: 10+ years 
“Distinguished Visitor”, 20+ 
years “Goodwill Ambassa- 
dor” and 36+ years “Emer- 
ald Ambassador”. 


The honorees are: Randy 
and Judy Zamarron from 
Michigan, USA, who have 
been honored as Goodwill 
Ambassadors at their home 
away from home. 


The symbolic honorary title 
is presented on behalf of 
the Minister of Tourism, as 
a token of appreciation to 
the guests who visit Aruba 
between the 10-20-35 con- 
secutive years each title 
carries. 


The couple loves coming 
to the island for its warm 
weather, beautiful beach- 
es and friendly people. 


Heyliger together with the 
representatives of Divi Vil- 
lage presented the certifi- 
cates to the honorees and 
thanked them for choos- 
ing Aruba as their favorite 
vacation destination and 
as their home-away-from- 
home.L) 


Honoring of loyal visitors at Divi Phoenix Resort 


EAGLE BEACH - Recenily, 
Aruba Tourism Authority 
representative Marouska 
Heyliger had the great 
pleasure in honoring many 
loyal Aruba visitors with 
their distinctive certificates. 
These certificates are a 
way to say “Masha Danki” 
for continuously choosing 
Aruba as a favorite vaca- 


tion destination. The titles 
are as following: 10+ years 
“Distinguished Visitor”, 20+ 
years “Goodwill Ambassa- 
dor” and 36+ years “Emer- 
ald Ambassador”. 


The honorees were Tomi 
and Pirita Karhu from Tex- 
as who were honored as 
Distinguished Visitors and 


Rita and Pasco Santilli from 
Rhode Island who were 
honored as Goodwill Am- 
bassadors at their home 
away from home, who also 
celebrated the engage- 
ment of a family member 
on our Island. 


The symbolic honorary title 
is presented on behalf of 


the Minister of Tourism, as 
a token of appreciation to 
the guests who visit Aruba 
between the 10-20-35 con- 
secutive years each title 
carries. 


The couple loves coming 
to the island for its warm 
weather, beautiful beach- 
es and the Island's friendly 


people. 


Heyliger together with 
the representatives of Divi 
Phoenix Resort presented 
the certificates to the hon- 
orees and thanked them 
for choosing Aruba as their 
favorite vacation destina- 
tion and as their home- 
away-from-home.l) 


Kimberly Palmer: 


By KIMBERLY PALMER of 
NerdWallet 

Automating financial tasks 
sounds like the perfect way 
to check mundane items 
like saving and paying bills 
off your to-do list with mini- 
mal effort. But there's a po- 
tential downside to giving 
up manual control. 

When you automate bills, 
you may be less likely to 
review them and _ notice 
errors, or to catch yourself 
overspending. When you 
automate savings, you 
might forget to make ad- 
justments as your goals or 
income change. As certi- 
fied financial planner Cata- 
lina Franco-Cicero puts it, 
"Somebody has to make a 
decision and it should be 
a human, not a machine." 
That's why she suggests us- 
ing automation in conjunc- 
tion with frequent reviews 
and updates. 

While signing up for au- 
tomated bill payments 
and savings transfers can 
be part of your financial 
spring-cleaning, consider 
these strategies from finan- 
cial experts. 

FIRST, REVIEW YOUR CASH 
FLOW 

Ambus Hunter, an ac- 
credited financial coun- 
selor in the Baltimore area, 
encourages his clients to 
study their cash flow before 
setting Up automatic pay- 
ments. That means taking 
a close look at the money 
coming in and going out 
each month, including the 
specific dates of those de- 
posits and withdrawals. 

"| don't like haphazard au- 
tomation. If you aren't pay- 
ing attention to cash flow 
and just set up a few with- 
drawals here and there, it 
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Dollar bills are shown in New York, Oct. 24, 2016. 


can trip you up," he says. 
START WITH BILLS THAT RE- 
MAIN THE SAME EACH 
MONTH 

The easiest bills to auto- 
mate are the ones that 
don't change: car pay- 
ments, condo fees, phone 
and cable bills, and insur- 
ance payments, for exam- 
ple. You can reap benefits, 
such as avoiding late fees 
without worrying about 
getting hit with an outsize 
transfer, says John Mason, 
CFP and president of Ma- 
son & Associates in New- 
port News, Virginia. 

"| would draw the line at 
variable charges such as 
your water bill, electric- 
ity and credit cards, unless 
you're disciplined enough 
to review those statements 
carefully even if they're au- 
tomated," he says. 

Ashli Smith, who lives in At- 


lanta and shares money 
tips through her Twitter 
handle @BadGirlFinances, 
automates bills that gener- 
ate discounts for doing so. 
Many cell phone provid- 
ers offer monthly discounts 
of $5 or more for using au- 
topay, and insurance pro- 
viders often offer similar dis- 
counts. Enrolling in autopay 
for student loans can give 
you a 0.25 percentage 
point interest rate reduc- 
tion. Smith notes that you 
can often select the day for 
the withdrawal to ensure it 
falls before the due date 
but after your paycheck is 
deposited to prevent over- 
drawing your account. 

"Start small. Don't put rent 
on autopay if you're not 
comfortable with that, but 
try little bills like phone bills," 
she suggests. With credit 
cards, Smith notes that you 
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can set up autopay for a 
certain amount to guaran- 
tee that you pay atleast the 
minimum — or set a higher 
amount to pay down any 
accumulated debt. You 
can use pay-minimum au- 
tomation to ensure you're 
never late, then make ad- 
ditional payments through- 
out the billing cycle to low- 
er your credit usage and 
help your credit score. 
CLOSELY REVIEW 
CHARGES 

Erin Lowry, author of the 
"Broke Millennial’ book se- 
ries, recommends check- 
ing to be sure payments 
were made. She had been 
automating her rent pay- 
ment for six years when 
she noticed her payments 
stopped processing earlier 
this year. 

"| never had an issue so had 
gotten a little lazy about 
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Spring-clean finances with some automation 


checking to see if it went 
through," she says. Then she 
realized she had a much 
larger bank balance than 
she expected. She discov- 
ered her rent had stopped 
processing — a problem 
she had to scramble to fix. 


Automating a_ bill also 
doesn't mean that you 
should stop shopping 


around for better options. 
Franco-Cicero, who is also 
a wealth advisor at Tobias 
Financial Advisors in Planta- 
tion, Florida, says that when 
it comes to car insurance, 
for example, it's worth 
checking for discounts and 
comparing options each 
time your policy is up for re- 
newal. 

AUTOMATE SAVINGS, WITH 
MANUAL TWEAKS 

In addition to signing up to 
automate retirement con- 
tributions every paycheck, 
Mason suggests automat- 
ic savings for other goals. 
Every time he cuts costs 
to free up extra cash, he 
says, "l try to capture it im- 
mediately so it doesn't get 
lost in the shuffle." He cau- 
tions that you'll want to re- 
view the savings regularly 
and make sure you have 
enough money in your 
checking account to sup- 
port the transfers, along 
with all of your other bills. 
Adrienne — Taylor-Wells 

an accredited — financial 
counselor and founder of 
Tailored WealthSaver — a 
counseling firm in Houston 
— points to an additional 
strategy of auto-saving: "I 
encourage clients to put 
the savings in a savings ac- 
count in a separate bank 
so it's harder to get that 
money and easier to save." 


Q) 


FedEx Logistics opens global 
headquarters in Memphis 


MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — 
Shipping giant FedEx Corp. 
said its logistics subsidiary 
has opened a new global 
headquarters in downtown 
Memphis, Tennessee. 

FedEx Logistics held an 
event Tuesday to mark the 
opening of its offices in the 
former Gibson guitar fac- 
tory, just steps from historic 
Beale Street and the FedEx- 


Forum sports and concert 
venue in Memphis, a news 
release said. 

FedEx Logistics said it invest- 
ed more than $50 million to 
renovate the building. 
"Great cities have great 
buildings," said Udo Lange, 
president & CEO of FedEx 
Logistics. "From this magnifi- 
cent facility, ouremployees 
will collaborate, innovate, 


and serve our global cus- 
tomers." 

FedEx Corp. is based _ in 
Memphis, with operations 
at Memphis International 
Airport. A subsidiary of Fe- 
dEx Corp., FedEx Logistics 
said it provides air and 
ocean cargo, warehousing 
and distribution, customs 
brokerage and other ser- 
vices to customers.L) 
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Delivery vehicles depart the FedEx Ship Center in Cranberry 


Township, Pa., on June 26, 2019. 
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CROSSWORD 
By THOMAS JOSEPH 


ACROSS DOWN 
1 Grating = = =1Cityon 
sound the 
5 Troop Truckee 
member 2 Resting 
10 List- on 
ending 3 Except for 
abbr. 4 Take into 
11 Joint account, 
account as contin- 
sharer gencies 
12 Flaring 5 Digging 
slar 
13 Kilt 
pattern 
14 Denitist's 
request 
16 Warn 


Yesterday's answer 


19Genesis HH Pallster’s 
site find 

20 First name 33 Charged 
in advice atoms 

21 Cuzco 34 Pond 

setting paddler 

neighbor 22 Authentic 3 Important 

spot $ Toe count 25 Junction tines 

20 Chets' 11 Mixes 26 Resis- 36 Research 
protectors 15Takesthe  tanceto spot 

93 Flower title change 37 Con- 
plot 17 Skeptical 28 Brandish pletely 

94 Saloon comment 4 Zac of 38 Thurman 
orders 18 1920s art “Hair- of “Gat- 

25 Flower style spray" taca” 
girl, often 

27 Bikini top 

28 Soup 
dumpling 

29 Christmas 
season 

32 Something 
for nothing f2 

36 Evergreen |, 
shrub 

39 See the 
sights 

40 Marzipan 
base 

41 Cuzce 
native 

42 Lacking 
flavor 

43 Invites 


ec CCE 
el | | 
47 


AXYDBDLBAAKR 
BLONGPEL LOW 
One letter stands for another In this sample. A is used 
for the three Tes, X for the two O's, ete, Single Meters, 


upostrophes, the length and formation af the words 
wre all hints. Fach day the eode letiers are clefferent. 


4-7 CRYPTOQUOTE 
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Yesterday's Crvptoquote: WHEN SOMEONE 
SHOWS VOL! WHO THRY ARE, BELIEVE THEM 
THE FIRST TIME, — MAYA ANGELOU 


Zoos hiding birds as avian flu spreads 
in North America 


Magellan penguins stand in their enclosure at the Blank Park 
Zoo, Tuesday, April 5, 2022, in Des Moines, lowa. 
Associated Press 


By JOSH FUNK 

Associated Press 

OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Zoos 
across North America are 
moving their birds indoors 
and away from people 
and wildlife as they try to 
protect them from. the 
highly contagious and po- 
tentially deadly avian influ- 
enza. Penguins may be the 
only birds visitors to many 
zoos can see right now, 
because they already are 
kept inside and usually 
protected behind glass in 
their exhibits, making it 
harder for the bird flu to 
reach them.Nearly 23 mil- 
lion chickens and _ turkeys 
have already been killed 
across the United States to 
limit the spread of the virus, 
and zoos are working hard 
to prevent any of their birds 
from meeting the same 
fate. It would be especially 
upsetting for zoos to have 
to kill any of the endan- 
gered or threatened spe- 
cies in their care. 

"It would be extremely 
devastating," said Maria 
Franke, who is the man- 
ager of welfare science at 
Toronto Zoo, which has less 
than two dozen Logger- 
head Shrike songbirds that 
it's breeding with the hope 
of reintroducing them into 


Beautiful Latin Girls 
sin & ini 


WWW. PLEASUREINARUBA See] ae 


the wild. "We take amazing 
care and the welfare and 
well being of our animals 
is the utmost importance. 
There's a lot of staff that has 
close connections with the 
animals that they care for 
here at the zoo." 

Toronto Zoo workers are 
adding roofs to some out- 
door bird exhibits and 
double-checking the mesh 
surrounding enclosures 
to ensure it will keep wild 
birds out. Birds shed the vi- 
rus through their droppings 
and nasal discharge. Ex- 
perts say it can be spread 
through contaminated 
equipment, clothing, 
boots and vehicles carry- 
ing supplies. Research has 
shown that small birds that 
squeeze into zoo exhibits or 
buildings can also spread 
the flu, and that mice can 
even track it inside. So far, 
no outbreaks have been 
reported at zoos, but there 
have been wild birds found 
dead that had the flu. 
For example, a wild duck 
that died in a behind-the- 
scenes area of the Blank 
Park Zoo in Des Moines, 
lowa, after tornadoes last 
month tested positive, Zoo 
spokesman Ryan Bickel 
said. Most of the steps zoos 
are taking are designed to 


prevent contact between 
wild birds and zoo animals. 
In some places, officials 
are requiring employees to 
change into clean boots 
and don protective gear 
before entering bird areas. 
When bird flu cases are 
found in poultry, officials 
order the entire flock to be 
killed because the virus is 
so contagious. However, 
the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture has indicated 
that zoos might be able to 
avoid that by isolating in- 
fected birds and possibly 
euthanizing a small num- 
ber of them. 

Sarah Woodhouse, direc- 
tor of animal health at 
Omaha's Henry Doorly Zoo 
and Aquarium, said she is 
optimistic after talking with 
state and federal regula- 
tors. "They all agree that 
ordering us to depopulate 
a large part of our collec- 
tion would be the absolute 
last-ditch effort. So they're 
really interested in working 
with us to see what we can 
do to make sure that we're 
not going to spread the 
disease while also being 
able to take care of our 
birds and not have to eu- 
thanize," Woodhouse said. 
Among the precautions 
zoos are taking is to keep 
birds in smaller groups so 
that if a case is found, only 
a few would be affected. 
The USDA and state vet- 
erinarians would make the 
final decision about which 
birds had to be killed. 
"Euthanasia is really the 
only way to keep it from 
spreading,” said Luis Padil- 
la, who is vice president of 
animal collections at the 
Saint Louis Zoo. "That's why 
we have so many of these 
very proactive measures in 


place."() 


Casa del Mar 2BR/2B 
Week 2/1113 (17k); 
Week 5/1315 (19k); 
Week 8/1113 (18k); 
Week 8/1409 (18k); 
Week 9/1218 (16k); 
Week 10/1207 (16k); 
Week 13/1509 (13k); 
Week 14/1308 (13k); 
Week 15/1217 (10k). 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. Cell: (860)992-3890 
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Classifieds 


HTTA 

are you Looking to Sell, 

your Time Share in Aruba? 
Contact us! 

Local experts now for 37 years 
Giving wonderful service in a 
wonderful way 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnpaesch@gmail.com 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 


HTTA 

For our client, 

We are looking to purchase 
Weeks at the Marriott Surf Club 
and Ocean club 

All size and view and season 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

Eagle Beach 

1 BR 2bath WK#13 Room #763 
Pool /ocean View 

27 weeks remain 

Price :$14K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance ocean suite 
Private island 

1BR deluxe WK #10 and 11 
Room #2353 ocean front 
Price :$10K each 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance ocean suite 
Private island 

1 BR WK 14 room#2348 
Ocean Front $9K 

1 BR WK 14 room #2521 
Pool /ocean View $8K 

1 BR WK 14 room #2541 
Pool /ocean View $8K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance ocean suite 
Private island 

1BR WK 15 room #2111 
Ground floor pool /ocean view 
1BR WK #14 room #2336 
Harbor /ocean view 

Price :8K each 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance ocean suite 
Private island 

1BR WK 13 room #2524 
Harbor view $8K 

1BR WK 14 room #2539 
Pool /ocean View $8K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village 

Eagle Beach 

Studio WK 13 room #6206 
Studio WK 14 room #6205 
20 weeks remain each 
Price :$7K each 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Dutch Village 

Eagle Beach 

Studio WK 12 room #33 
30 weeks remain 

Price :$9 K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village 

Eagle Beach 

2 BR 2bath week 13 
Room#3512 


HTTA 

Marriott Ocean Club 
Palm Beach 

2 BR platinum ocean view 
Price :$22K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Tierra Del Sol 

24 hours security 

3BR with 2 1/2 bath 
Ocean view with garage 
Price :$475K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Le Vent 

Eagle Beach 

3BR, 3bath 

Ground floor $870K 
2 BR, 2 bath 
Ground floor $675K 


29 weeks remain all accelerated 2 BR, 2bath 


Expire :2036 

Price :10 K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village 

Eagle Beach 

1 BR floating weeks 
Platinum F-building 

14 weeks remain 

Price :6K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Ambassador wings 

1 BR WK 12 room #1328 
Pool ocean view 

Price :$7K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


5th floor $990K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


Azure beach residences 
Eagle beach 

3 BR, 3 bath 

Pool /ocean View 

Price :$1, 050,000 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Blue residences 

Eagle Beach 

2 BR, 2bath 

Beach view 

Price :$699K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
215236 
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TEDAY 
BENDIA 


Acqua condominium Aruba 
Palm Beach 

2 BR, 2 bath 

Pool /view 

Price :$650 K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Pearl Aruba condos 
Eagle beach 

2 BR, 2 bath 

Pool /ocean View 

Price :$369K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House for sale 

San Minquel noord 

3 bedroom 2bath 

With pool 5 min drive to 
Best beaches 

Price :$475K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House for sale 

Savaneta near zeerover 

3 BR, 2 bath on a property land 
5 min walk from the water 
Price :$220K 

Call:0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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v HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Eagle Tel. 587 9011 

San Nicolas: 

Seroe Preto Tel. 584 5794 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 
Oranjestad 527 3140 
Noord 527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 527 2900 


San Nicolas 584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 


[Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 
TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 


Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
IA1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 5242424 
American Airlines 582 2700 


Avianca 588 0059 
Jet Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Icoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
\Tel. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
[Tel. 582 4433 


(Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 


US OF] 
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‘Winning Time’ shows authentic human side of Laker legends 


By JONATHAN LANDRUM Jr. 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — John 
C. Reilly remembered be- 
ing enthralled watching 
"Showtime" basketball with 
Magic Johnson's no-look 
passes and Kareem Ab- 
dul-Jabbar's patented sky- 
hook, but the actor never 
really knew the backstory 
behind the Los Angeles 
Lakers dynasty. 

Reilly quickly found out af- 
ter stepping into his role as 
late Laker owner Jerry Buss 
in the HBO series "Winning 
Time: The Rise of the Lakers 
Dynasty," which airs Sun- 
days. The 10-episode series 
follows the professional and 
personal lives of the team 
donning purple and gold 
in the 1980s and how the 
franchise became one of 
the most revered in profes- 
sional sports. 


"That was the vehicle 
through which the en- 
tire (basketball) = world 


was changed," said Reilly 
about the Lakers, which 
was bought by Buss in 1979. 
"From the world of bas- 
ketball, it was a different 
thing once Jerry bought 
the team. He innovated 
so many things, and he 
changed the entire world 
of showbiz. When you think 
of Kobe, Shaq, Magic, 
these guys came to L.A. 
and became worldwide 
players. | don't know if that 
happens for every team." 

The series stars Reilly along 
with Quincy Isaiah as John- 
son, Jason Clarke as Jerry 
West, Solomon Hughes as 
Abdul-Jabbar, Sally Field 
as Jerry's mother, Jessie 
Buss, Hadley Robinson as 
the young Jeanie Buss and 
Adrien Brody, who _ plays 


ae 
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This image released by HBO shows Brett Cullen, portraying Bill Sharman, left, and John C. Reilly, 
portraying Jerry Buss, standing, in a scene from the series "Winning Time: The Rise of the Lakers 


Dynasty." 


Pat Riley. The story is based 
on the book "Showtime: 
Magic, Kareem, Riley and 
the Los Angeles Lakers Dy- 
nasty of the 1980s" by Jeff 
Pearlman. 

Sunday's show marked the 
midway point of its run, fo- 
cusing on Abdul-Jabbar's 
religious journey. The fifth 
episode also touches on 
Jeanie Buss' recruitment of 
the Laker Girls — including 
young dancer Paula Abdul 
— and Jerry Buss wanting 
to improve the look of the 
franchise. 

Before portraying Buss, 
Reilly had heard about his 
reputation as a self-made 
millionaire who became 
known in Los Angeles for 
his flamboyant demeanor 
and for bringing Hollywood 
entertainment into the NBA 
landscape. But after read- 


ing the script and doing 
more research on Buss, he 
learned about him being 
a chemist, mathematician 
and just an overall mysteri- 
ous person. 

"It's like unpeeling the layers 
of an onion getting to know 
this guy," Reilly said. "There 
are the public facts of what 
he did, when he bought the 
team, how much he paid, 
what he had to do to ac- 
complish that, the big set- 
backs they went through 
that first year. But after that 
first year, he became a 
private guy. He would get 
like one interview per year 
or like a local reporter to 
talk about the team. Oth- 
er than that, it was just this 
kind of mysterious image of 
this guy who was just really 
enjoying his life and dating 
a lot." 


Associated Press 


Field, a longtime Lakers fan, 
said she agreed to par- 
ticipate in the show before 
reading the script. The ac- 
tor said the series helped 
her reminisce about the 
moments when the Lakers 
merged its basketball world 
with Hollywood. 

"Lam such a big basketball 
fan, but then the show was 
about so much more than 
that," said Field, who would 
attend games with her two 
sons. "It really takes a look 
at so much. You know, the 
culture in the '7Os in LA. 
Black culture, business Cul- 
ture, a bunch of dysfunc- 
tional families and what 
it is to take these talented 
athletes out of their homes 
and just plop them down in 
the middle of the world, es- 
sentially, and what it does 
to them. So it has a lot to 


talk about." 

Field said she was im- 
pressed by how the series 
shows the maturation of 
Jeanie Buss, the current 
controlling owner and pres- 
ident of the Lakers. 

"Young Jeanie wasn't even 
allowed to be in the room 
and at the table yet, but 
was inserting her young 
ideas," Field said. "(Jeanie) 
was right about bringing 
dance into it, Hollywood, 
glamour, movie stars on 
the court and sitting them 
there right on the edge, 
and even bringing rock mu- 
sic in during the downtimes. 
They brought concerts in 
and used the arena. | don't 
think that had been done 
before." 

Isaiah said he really wanted 
to hit the mark in making 
Johnson appear like a nor- 
mal human being, instead 
of just the NBA legend, HIV 
advocate and _ successful 
businessman. 

"| think that's the joy that 
| get in trying to figure out 
how to do it in a way that 
makes him a person, you 
know, makes him a human," 
he said. "And it doesn't 
give off this like maybe you 
could see that he's going to 
become an icon, but he's 
not one yet. Just like play- 
ing it from there and trust- 
ing the people around me 
and allowing myself to be 
in the moment and be au- 
thentic." 

DeVaughn Nixon grew up 
being a Laker watching his 
father, Norm Nixon, play 
the guard position on the 
team. He said the series 
will continue to show how 
the Lakers changed sport's 
marketability.Q 


This cover image released by 

Penguin Press shows "Time is a 

Mother" by Ocean Vuong. 
Associated Press 


Lost and found in Ocean Vuong's 'Time Is a Mother' 


By AMANCAI BIRABEN 
Associated Press 

Life's aftermath ebbs and 
flows throughout Ocean 
Vuong's poetry collection 
"Time Is a Mother." An ode 
to his mother's passing, Vu- 
ong orbits the contours of 
grief, embedding them into 
clausal configurations and 
juxtaposed tones. These 
structures are reflected in 
Vuong's themes of time 
and place, parent and 
child, nation and individu- 
al, and strength and weak- 


ness as he unfolds the logic 
of loss. 

In "Snow Theory," the poet 
lies in his mother's outline in 
the snow, "something be- 
ing destroyed in a blizzard." 
In "Beautiful Short Loser," he 
wears her wedding dress 
backwards in the street as 
he plays air guitar. "Dear 
Rose" recounts the violence 
that has shaped his moth- 
er's life while uncovering 
the way language comes 
alive through visceral expe- 
rience. 


Though grounded in the 
loss of his mother, Vuong 
branches out to trace oth- 
er instances of departure. 
Loss is a peaceful release, 
a sudden shift. His friend's 
top surgery that makes 
them more whole, the fish 
with the narrator's face be- 
fore it swims away, a loaf of 
rye bread rising out of itself. 
Loss is fleeting transition. 

Loss is a violent transition, 
too. A dreamed car crash 
reveals Vuong's desire to 
be closer to his father; still 


shots of the people of his 
home nation Vietnam in- 
sinuate the proximity be- 
tween their life and death; 
the oversized outfits his 
relatives wear reminiscent 
of a country that no lon- 
ger exists; his uncle's suicide 
conveyed as a purposeful 
death. 

Retrogression, lists and 
notes structure some of Vu- 
ong's words, but the poet's 
linguistic ferocity illuminates 
his mother's spirit from the 
rays of memory.l) 
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Locked in: MLB set for delayed openers after a long winter 


By JAKE SEINER 

AP Baseball Writer 

It'll end up being 157 days 
between the moment 
Freddie Freeman and the 
Atlanta Braves won_ last 
year's World Series and the 
start of the 2022 baseball 
season. Everything in be- 
tween? Tough to sum that 
up quickly. 

A record spending spree 
on free agents. A bitter 
work stoppage that de- 
layed opening day. 
Maybe most unthinkable of 
all: Freeman isn't even in At- 
lanta anymore. 

A lot to catch up on before 
the Chicago Cubs and Mil- 
waukee Brewers open the 
season at Wrigley Field on 
Thursday afternoon, the first 
of seven games that day. 
Certainly, the sport is ready 
to move forward and wash 
off a winter when own- 
ers and players fought — 
fiercely and occasionally 
publicly — over how to split 
the game's billions. 

Luckily, the legal work is 
now moved to the side, 
and the real fun can begin. 
What can Shohei Ohtani 
possibly do for an encore 
after an unprecedented 
year of dominance on the 
mound and at the plate? 
Will The many millions spent 
by Mets owner Steve Co- 
hen bring a championship 
trophy to Queens? Can 
anyone stop the Dodgers 
after they lured Freeman 
back to his Southern Cali- 
fornia home? 

Time to find out. 

Before the first pitch is deliv- 
ered Thursday, here's what 
to know: 

THE NEW GUYS 

Baseball's unusual offsea- 
son was split into two seg- 
ments — a flurry of action 
before the 99-day lock- 
out began Dec. 2, and a 
scramble to get rosters set 
when it lifted March 10. 
The Rangers were champi- 
ons of Part 1. Texas signed 
Corey Seager and Marcus 
Semien for a combined 
$500 million, solidifying their 
middle infield with two 
monster contracts. 

Those deals were part of a 
one-day record $1.4 billion 
spent on free agents right 
before the offseason went 
dark. Cy Young Award win- 
ner Robbie Ray left Toronto 


Los Angeles Dodgers’ Freddie Freeman is congratulated by teammates in the dugout after scoring 
ona double by Trea Turner during the first inning of a spring training baseball game against the Los 
Angeles Angels Tuesday, April 5, 2022, in Los Angeles. 


for Seattle, and the Blue 
Jays replaced him with for- 
mer Giant Kevin Gausman. 
The Tigers ponied up for 
shortstop Javier Bdez and 
starter Eduardo Rodriguez. 
Even the Marlins tried mak- 
ing a splash, dropping $53 
million on Avisail Garcia. 
Max Scherzer also signed 
early, joining Cohen and 
the Mets on a $130 mil- 
lion, three-year deal. He 
then turned his attention 
to baseball's labor fight, 
where he was one of the 
lead voices for players at 
the table. He's back to his 
day job now — and good 
thing for New York, with 
two-time Cy Young Award- 
winning teammate Jacob 
deGrom beginning the 
year on the injured list. 
When shops re-opened in 
March, the most notable 
drama _ surrounded Free- 
man and the Braves. Atlan- 
ta general manager Alex 
Anthopoulos appeared 
to end any hopes for a re- 
union when he traded for 
Oakland slugger Matt Ol- 
son and gave him a $168 
million, eight-year deal. 
Freeman landed with the 
Dodgers for $162 million 


over six years, then ac- 
knowledged during _ his 
introductory press confer- 
ence that he always fig- 
ured on being a lifelong 
Brave. The Minnesota Twins 
made another huge post- 
lockout deal, convincing 
former Astros shortstop Car- 
los Correa to sign a $105.3 
million, three-year deal with 
player opt outs after the 
first two seasons. His stay 
might be short, but Correa 
has pledged to help instill 
a "championship culture” in 
the Twin Cities, where the 
ball club has lost 18 straight 
postseason games dating 
to 2004. 

Other notable moves: Clay- 
ton Kershaw went back to 
the Dodgers, the rival Gi- 
ants locked up lefty Carlos 
Rodon, and the Rockies 
signed Kris Bryant. 

Also new in the NL West is 
San Diego Padres man- 
ager Bob Melvin, who was 
granted his release by Oak- 
land after 11 years to lead 
Fernando Tatis Jr. and Co. 
Melvin's old job went to 
Mark Kotsay, getting his first 
crack at managing after a 
17-year playing career. The 
Cardinals are under new 
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direction, too, promoting 
35-year-old Oliver Marmol 
after Mike Shildt was stun- 
ningly fired despite being 
a finalist for NL Manager of 
the Year. 

RULE CHANGES 

Baseball's new collective 
bargaining agreement 
brought with it several 
changes that fans will no- 
tice quickly. Most notably, 
the designated hitter has 
been adopted by the Na- 
tional League full-time. 

The postseason field was 
expanded to 12 teams 
from 10, with the top two 
teams in each league get- 
ting first-round byes and 
a_ best-of-three wild-card 
round replacing the old 
one-game playoffs. 

The "zombie" runner is back 
for extra innings for one 
more season amid con- 
cerns over player health 
with the season condensed 
to fit in 162 games. The rule 
automatically places a 
runner at second base for 
each team to begin each 
inning after the ninth. 

One that fans may like: 
umpires will now be given 
microphones and asked to 
explain rulings after replay 


reviews. 

One they might not like: the 
league now has the right to 
place advertising patches 
on team uniforms, thought 
the earlest they would ap- 
pear is the postseason. 
NEW THREADS 

Cleveland is unveiling a 
new team name and lo- 
gos this season, transform- 
ing into the Guardians af- 
ter years of acrimony of 
their former name, which 
many considered  offen- 
sive. They'll play their first of- 
ficial game as the Guard- 
ians on Thursday, when 
Shane Bieber likely toes the 
mound at Kansas City. They 
play their first home game 
April 15 against San Fran- 
Cisco. 

ROOKIES TO WATCH 

Seiya Suzuki, Bobby Witt 
Jr. and Julio Rodriguez 
headline an exciting class 
of rookies set to debut on 
opening day. 

Suzuki, a 27-year-old Japa- 
nese star, will take his first 
crack at U.S. baseball with 
the Chicago Cubs after 
signing an $85 million, five- 
year deal. The outfielder 
has power, speed and has 
even shown off some per- 
sonality despite the lan- 
guage barrier, learning to 
say "Mike Trout, | love you" 
at his news conference. 
Witt is the game's top pros- 
pect and will start at third 
base for the Royals. He 
could be a five-tool talent 
with exceptional power. 
Rodriguez, with Seattle, 
ranks just behind Witt on 
the national radar and 
could be the key to ending 
the Mariners’ 20-year post- 
season drought. 

Another name to know: 
Reds starter Hunter Greene, 
who reached 104 mph at 
Triple-A last year. 

ONE MORE TIME 

The Cardinals are reunit- 
ing Albert Pujols with Yadier 
Molina and Adam Wain- 
wright for what could be 
a special goodbye for 
the trio that won the 2006 
World Series together for St. 
Louis. Molina has already 
said it will be his final season 
and Wainwright hinted he's 
likely done after 2022, too. 
The 42-year-old Pujols is also 
likely to retire after playing 
out a $2.5 million, one-year 
deal.) 
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Attorneys General warn NFL to improve treatment of women 


NEW YORK (AP) — The at- 
torneys general of six states 
have written to NFL Com- 
missioner Roger Goodell , 
expressing concern over 
the league's treatment of 
female employees and 
admonishing him for a lack 
of improvement to the 
league's workplace cul 
ture. 

Without improvement, the 
attorneys general warned 
of potential legal action. 
The letter outlines concerns 
of gender discrimination 
ranging from the NFL's treat- 
ment of women who have 
experienced domestic 
violence to the hiring and 
promotion of women in NFL 
offices. If comes as Con- 
gress investigates how the 
league has handled claims 
of sexual harassment in the 
front office of the Washing- 


NFL CommissionerRoger Goodell answers questions from re- 
porters, at a press conference after the close of the NFL own- 
er's meeting, Tuesday, March 29, 2022, at The Breakers resort in 


Palm Beach, Fla. 


ton Commanders. 
The letter was signed by 
Letitia James, the attor- 
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ney general of New York, 
where the league is head- 
quartered, as well as the 


attorneys general of Illinois, 
Massachusetts, Minnesota, 
Oregon and Washington 
State. The New York Times 
first reported the letter be- 
ing sent. 

That letter also cited a 
Times article that included 
allegations from more than 
30 former NFL employ- 
ees who said they experi- 
enced problems, including 
unwanted touching from 
male bosses; attending 
parties where prostitutes 
were hired; being passed 
over for promotions based 
on their gender; and being 
pushed out for complain- 
ing about discrimination. 
"The NFL must do better— 
pink jerseys are not a re- 
placement for equal treat- 
ment and full inclusion of 
women in the workplace,” 
the attorneys generals 
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wrote. "Our offices will use 
the full weight of our au- 
thority to investigate and 
prosecute allegations of 
harassment, discrimination, 
or retaliation by employ- 
ers throughout our states, 
including at the National 
Football League." 

In an email response to 
The Associated Press, NFL 
spokesman Brian McCarthy 
said: "We share the com- 
mitment of the attorneys 
general to ensuring that all 
of our workplaces - includ- 
ing the league office and 
32 clubs - are diverse, inclu- 
sive and free from discrimi- 
nation and harassment. We 
have made great strides 
over the years in support 
of that commitment, but 
acknowledge that we, like 
many organizations, have 
more work to do. We look 
forward to sharing with the 
attorneys general the poli- 
cies, practices, protocols, 
education programs and 
partnerships we have im- 
plemented to act on this 
commitment and confirm 
that the league office and 
our clubs maintain a re- 
spectful workplace where 
all our employees, includ- 
ing women, have an op- 
portunity to thrive." 
McCarthy pointed out such 
ongoing league programs 
as a comprehensive em- 
ployee training _ initiative 
through partnerships with 
organizations such as RISE, 
GLAAD, Paradigm, and The 
Winters Group; and Internal 
Affinity Groups, in which 
employees can_ interact, 
learn and support each 
other within smaller com- 
munities like BEN (Black En- 
gagement Network), PIN 
(Parents Initiative Network) 
and WIN (Women's Interac- 
tive Network). 

Last month, the NFL 
changed what is known 
as the "Rooney Rule," de- 
signed to ensure more op- 
portunities for women and 
racial minorities. Beginning 
this season, all 32 clubs 
must employ a female or a 
member of an ethnic or ra- 
cial minority to serve as an 
offensive assistant coach. 
The person will receive a 
one-year contract and 
work closely with the head 
coach and offensive staff 
to gain experience.) 


